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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-00 ACDA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NASA-02 NSC-05 RSC-01 OES-05 OC-05 

CCO-00 OTPE-00 FCC-02 COME-00 BIB-01 PA-02 USIA-15 

PRS-01 SP-02 10-10 OPIC-06 XMB-04 TRSE-00 OMB-01 

AID-05 SS-15 /122W 

068633 

R071355ZFEB 75 
FM AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2105 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 

UNCLAS RIO DE JANEIRO 0432 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, BR 

SUBJ: DOMESTIC SATELLITE SYSTEM 

REE : RIO 234 

1. JORNAL DO BRASIL OF FEBRUARY 6 REPORTS PRESIDENT GEISEL 
HAS APPROVED ESTABLISHMENT OF A DOMESTIC COMMUNICATIONS 
SATELLITE SYSTEM. QUOTING COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER QUANDT 
EXTENSIVELY, NEWSPAPER REPORTS PROPOSED SYSTEM WILL CONSIST 
OF A SINGLE STATIONARY SATELLITE (WITH TWO RESERVES, ONE 

IN ORBIT AND ONE ON THE GROUND) AND FIFTY GROUND STATIONS. 
MINISTER QUANDT HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH PRESENTING TO THE 
PRESIDENT A DETAILED PLAN FOR APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION. 

2. JORNAL DO BRASIL ARTICLE CLAIOS PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL 
BIDDING FOR SYSTEM WILL TAKE PLACE BY THE END OF 1975. 
INSTALLATION EXPECTED TO BE FINISHED WITHIN TWO YEARS 
AFTER BIDDING COMPLETED. MINISTER QUANDT IS REPORTED TO 
HAVE ESTIMATED COST OF SYSTEM AT 150 MILLION DOLLARS, 

WITH 80 PERCENT OF THE COST EXPECTED TO BE "FINANCED EXTERNALLY", 
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ALSO THAT PREFERENCE WILL BE GIVEN TO LOCAL MANUFACTURERS 
IN PURCHASES OF GROUND STATION EQUIPMENT. 

3. SATELLITE WILL LINK AMAZON REGION WITH REST OF COUNTRY, 

SERVE AS BACK-UP FOR MICROWAVE SYSTEM, AND CARRY EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS TO ISOLATED REGIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS DECISION HAD LONG BEEN EXPECTED (SEE REFTEL). 

DETAILED REPORT WILL FOLLOW. 

MILLER 
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